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me how rotten we capitalists were. On my visits to
Russia I had heretofore managed to occupy myself
with observing and listening and had refrained
from criticising or suggesting, but this time I lost
my equilibrium and we had quite a row.

One outstanding fact which this discussion dis-
closed was that the communists not only admit the
great disparity between the wages of the average
worker and the specialist, but they consider this
a progressive step in developing their industries, a
point of view with which I heartily agreed and still
agree. Not only the old engineering group but also
the newly brought up and trained communists
realize that the communistic system of production
was a complete failure.

I don't want to leave the impression that com-
munism as a theory has been discarded in the
U.S.S.R. Nothing could be farther from the truth
than this assumption. They still keep in their plants
and factories the "pep squad," whose job is to
lecture or preach on communism for thirty minutes
each day. They still maintain what are known as
communistic universities in every large city
throughout Russia for the purpose of training com-
munists and teaching communism.

But even in that respect a definite change has